8           THE GERMAN SCHOOL SYSTEM
in the promotion of international understanding
and goodwill.
Another important provision in the Constitution
is that, throughout Germany, all children during
their first four school years, i.e., from 6 to  10
years of age, shall attend the same type of public
elementary school.    As a result of this regulation,
private schools and preparatory classes attached
to the secondary schools, which formerly used to
prepare the  children  of the  upper and  middle
classes for admission into the high and middle
schools, have ceased to exist.     The aim of the
Common School Law is to give similar opportu-
nities to children c>f all classes in the initial stage.
The first four years of the Volksschule, or public
elementary school, have been organised as a basic
school    (Grundschule)    common    to    all.     The
Federal  Constitution  provides  that middle  and
secondary education should be built up organically
on the basis of the Grundschule, and that, after
the first four years, the kind of education which
a boy is to receive should depend, not so much on
his economic and social position or the religious
belief of his parents as on his own ability and apti-
tude.    The   States   and   the  municipalities   are
required to grant scholarships to promising stu-
dents in poor circumstances to enable them to
a whole class. In 1931, the Bureau organised a camp on the Baltic
Seas for German, English and Norwegian girls and arranged for
lessons, excursions, swimming, physical exercises and games. At
about the same time, a group of German boys visited England and
camped with English boys at Bradford, Southend and a few other
places.